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1.I'm Saika Shibutani. 'm from

Hirosaki in northen Japan. I would 3.1 want to introduce about
like to introduce my hometown and

Japanese culture.
me from now on.

This is calligraphy.

Left picture is Mt.Fuji. It is the highest Calligraphy is the art which writes a

mountain in Japan. character to Japanese writing paper
using a brush and sumi.

2 . Japan is here. Sumi is deep-black ink.

The east side of Japan faces to the
Pacific Ocean, and the west side faces 4 This is a drawing in sumi.
to the Japan sea.



This is the picture which added water to
sumi and expressed the shade.

5. This is ikebana and bonsai, a
potted plant.
Left is picture of ikebana.
Ikebana is the art of traditional
Japanese flower arrangement,
originally related to religious
ceremonies.
Right is bonsai.
Bonsai is a horticultural art whereby
trees and grasses are transplanted into
small containers and are trained to
grow into the shapes they grow in their
natural environment.
The average height of a tree is
approximately 21inch (54cm).

6. This is a hot spring.
There is culture which takes a big bath
in great numbers in Japan.

7. This is an open-air bath.
In the open-air bath near the snow-
covered mountain, the Japanese
monkey may be taking a bath.

8. This is Japanese lacquer ware.
This vessel is used at the time of a meal.
A square box is called jubako.

1 0, Thisis New Year's dishes of
Japan.

It is called Osechi.

The names of many of the delicacies
reflect the hope for the family’s health
and prosperity.

1 1. This is sushi.

Sushi is a dish which puts sliced raw
fish on the rice grasped in the size like
a palm, and dipped and eats with soy
sauce.

Japanese people have the custom of
eating raw fish.
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1 2. This is a Japanese-style dish.

1 3. The Japanese staple food is rice.
There is almost no Japanese who hates
rice.

1 4. This is tempura.

Vegetables, fish or shellfish dipped in
batter and fried in very hot oil.

Serve with dipping sauce.

1 5. This is soba.

Made with buckwheat flour, taro root,
and egg whites.

The soba of a photograph is zarusoba.
After rinsing in water, arrange soba on
a bamboo dish. Serve with dipping
sauce.

1 6. This is a Japanese map.

1 7. Aomori is here.
Aomori Prefecture is located in the
northest of Honsyu in Japan.

1 8. Aomori is famous for a scallop.
The scallop from Aomori is very
delicious.

1 9. There is Shirakami mountain
range in Aomori.

With one of the largest virgin beech
forest in the world, the mountainous
Sirakami-Sanchi area covers over
130000 ha of southwestern Aomori and
northeasten Akita. It became Japan's
first world Natural Heritage Site in
December 1993. The natural ecosystem
is well-preserved, and a great variety of
animals and plants can be found here.

2 0, 2 1. Hirosaki is here.

It 1s 27-degree about Fahrenheit in
winter.

It becomes 84-degree about Fahrenheit
at the hottest in summer.



Hirosaki has a population of about
180,000.

2 2. In Hirosaki, we have a festival in
each season.

This is Sakuramatsuri, a spring cherry
blossom festival.

Many tourists visit this festival every
year.

This is Hirosaki castle.

The construction of hirosaki castle was
begun in 1603 by the first Tugaru lord,
Tamenobu, and was completed in 1611
by the second lord, Nobuhira. The 49.2-
Ha site, is surrounded by triple moats
and earthworks and consist of 6
quarters. The current three-storied
structure was rebuilt in 1811, and 1s
open to the public as the hirosaki castle
museum.

The festival in Hirosaki is held in the
Hirosaki park which has Hirosaki
castle.

2 3. This is Neputa Festival. It is

held in Summer.

This festival which many people pull
such a float and parades around the
town.

It is one of the festivals representing
Hirosaki.

It parades with a drum and a flute.

2 4 | This is a chrysanthemum and an
autumnal-leaves festival.

A left photograph is chrysanthemum
doll show.

The dolls wear the dress decorated with
the chrysanthemum.

A right photograph is autumnal-leaves
with Hirosaki castle.

2 5. In Hirosaki, we have a lot of
snow in winter.

And Yukidouroumatsuri, a snow
lantern festival is held in February.
Many big snow figures are made in
Hirosaki park.
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2 6. The best products of Hirosaki is
apple.

The quantity of production is No.1 in
Japan.

Various kinds of apples are produced in
Hirosaki.

The mountain which appears in the
inner part of a photograph is Mt.Iwaki.
Mt.Iwaki is the highest mountain in
Aomori.

2 7. the tsugaru region is known for
its high quality lacquer trees. Kara-
nuri, a popular style of Tsugaru-nuri,
requires over 40 steps of lacquering and
polishing before it is finished. With its
sophisticated luster, color, and pattern,
as well as durability, Tsugaru-nuri is
considered one of the most elegant
lacquerware styles in Japan.

2 8. This is bunako.

It is the woodwork which was
developed in order to use effectively the
tree of the beech of Aomori Prefecture
which is proud of the No.1 cumulative
dosage of Japan and by which
handmade is carried out one by one
carefully.

2 9. This is koginzasi.

Embroidery was one of the tasks of
women during the long winter months.
the women of poor farm families
mended and reinforced the fabric of
family members' work clothed by
stitching in cotton thread in geometric
patterns.

3 0. This is chocolate vine work and a
bamboo work.

these are beautiful craftworks made
with Sasa kurilensis bamboos and
chocolate vines that grow on Mt.Iwaki.

3 1. This is Tsugaru-jamisen.



Tsugaru-jamisen has its roots in a
traveling performance group of blind
women called Goze, who came to
Tsugaru from Niigata. It was further
developed by local male traveling
performers called Bosama. In the Meiji
period, it was used to accompany minyo
folk songs; later it became established
as a solo instrument.

3 2. Iintroduce my school.

I am a student of Hirosaki high school.
I am studying Japanese, classical
japanese, mathematics, English,
geography, the world history, biology,
gymnastics, music, and informatics in
school.

3 3. Ibelong to the kyudo club.
Kyudo is Japanese archery.

This dress is a hakama.

A hakama is the traditional dress used
in martial art of Japan.

3 4. This is a situation of a
convention.

The hall of a convention is a shrine.
A shrine is the place where God is
deified.

kyudo is a traditional martial art of
Japan, a convention may be held at
such a sacred place.

3 5. The target is surrounded with
the red circle.
A target 1s in the 28-meter-away place.

3 6. This is the preparation work of
my school festival.

We make a float using wire, Japanese
paper, and wood.

And we pull it which we made and
parade downtown, like Neputa festival.
We reproduce the festival of this area
by our hand.

3 7. The completed float is this.
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We make such a float from each class.
We made this over two weeks.

3 8. This is people who are playing
the Japanese flute.
They follow the back of a float.

3 9. Itisadrum.

I beat the drum in this picture.

A drum is in a place higher than my
height.

Since an arm will get tired if I beat the
drum for long time, several persons
must take the place for beating it.

4 0, We pull a float wearing
traditional Japanese clothes called a
yukata.

We wear a yukata in a summer festival.
This is my friend and me.

4 1. These are my classmates.
Not only a woman but a male wears a
yukata.

4 2, This is my house which gate,
swing and wood deck in the yard
painted pink.

4 3. This is my family.

My father, my mother, my older brother,
my younger brother, and two
Chihuahuas.

4 4 | This is my father, named Akihiro.
He is a member of the Board of
Directors of a gas company.

He is good at cooking.

He often cooks for us.

4 5, This is my mother, named Rina.
She i1s an elementary school teacher.
Her hobby is watching overseas dramas.
Her favorite dramas are CSI series.

4 6, She is learning the Japanese tea
ceremony.



This is a tearoom of my house.

4 7 . This is my older brother, named
Keisuke.

He is doing practice to become a baker.
He loves playing a computer game.

4 8. This is my younger brother,
named Yusuke.

He goes to nursery school.

He likes to move his body.

But, if he comes in public, he becomes
quiet.

4 9. These are my dogs.

A white dog is Johnny and a black one
1s Julia.

They are very lovely.

I will be relaxed when I play with them.
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